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21st century Human Talents
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SOCIETY 5.0

• "A human-centered society that balances economic advancement 
with the resolution of social problems by a system that highly 
integrates cyberspace and physical space."

• Society 5.0 was proposed in the 5th Science and Technology Basic 
Plan as a future society that Japan should aspire to.

• Source: http://www8.cao.go.jp/cstp/english/society5_0/index.html



Society 5.0
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21st Century Learning
Framework – Student 

Outcomes

Content Knowledge and 21st 

Century Themes

Learning and Innovation Skills
(4Cs: Critical Thinking, 

Communication, Collaboration and 
Creativity) 

Life and Career Skills:

Information, Media and 

Technology Skills

http://www.p21.org/our-work/p21-framework
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21st Century Attributes



Skils demand comparison: 2018 vs. 2022 (trending) WEF, 2018



SOTL & ESL INSTRUCTORS
AS THE CATALYST FOR 21ST C HUMAN TALENT DEVELOPMENT
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Instructors’ roles

• Opening the lesson

• Introducing and explaining tasks

• Setting up learning arrangements (group 

work, pair work, whole-class learning)

• Checking students’ understanding



Instructors’ roles

• Guiding student practice

• Monitoring students’ progress

• Making transitions from one task 

to another

• Ending the lesson



HOW WILL ESL TEACHING BE AFFECTED?



So… IR4.0, Society 5.0, 21st century education 
& us…?



A SPEECH BY JACK MA



Source: A. Abdelrazeq, D. Janssen, C. Tummel, A. Richert, S. Jeschke (2016), Teacher 4.0: Requirements of the teacher of the future in context of the fourth industrial 
revolution

TEACHER 4.0: THE ROLE OF 
TEACHER IN EDUCATION 4.0

Prepare our students, providing them not only 
with the knowledge and understanding of the 

technologies, but also the skills to make the right 
career decisions and thrive at work.

Two concerns that are being 
widely discussed 

internationally are the threats 
to our jobs from automation 
(digital disruptions) and the 
increasingly rapid rates that 

knowledge becomes obsolete.

Cope with the new 
requirements and make use of 
technology to allow students 

the freedom to discover 
solutions to problems both 

independently and 
collaboratively

Universities/Institutions 
have to prepare training and 
open the opportunities for 
teachers to get access to 

technology and to learn how 
to use and apply them in 

teaching

Teachers won’t be the only 
ones who know anymore but 

will be the ones who guide 
and coach students to deepen 
their ideas and to take actions
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MAPPING & PRACTICAL TAKE-
AWAYS



21st Century, IR4.0, 

Society 5.0

PROJECTRESEARCH

BUSINESSIDEA

SUCCESSLEARN

43

52

61

EDUCATION TAKE-AWAYS

SOTL of ESL 

instructors

Bridging ESL/EFL & 

21st C skills 

Relate ESL/EFL with 

21st C skills

Business unusual?

Has always been…

ESL/EFL class as a 

whole is one big 

project!



MAPPING 

SOTL ESL APPROACHES 21st C SKILLS

DISCOVERY Teaching the receptive skills Critical Thinking

APPLICATION Teaching the productive skills Creative Thinking

INTEGRATION Scaffolding, MKO, group work Communication

ENGAGEMENT Spiral curriculum (wide-across 
syllabus)

Collaboration

Values









Prof. Dr Suhaimi Talib, INTEC Chairman, August 2018



BRAINSTORMING





OK, TIME TO WAKE UP….
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